In one of the letters written to Reviczki in 1 775, Jones refers to
the rejection of an offer of embassy at Constantinople. From this we
see that he was more interested in the politics of his own country.

Although Jones \\as called to the Bar in 1 774, he was not regular
in his attendance at Westminster-Hall till 1 776 In the meantime, he
made a thorough study of law in all its branches He examined the
codes of law of the different states of Europe and compared the ancient
legislations with the later improvements, (n the same year, he was
appointed one of the sixty Commissioners of Bankrupts; this was an
important office, although it offered little by way of emoluments. In
1777; he wrote to the Dutch Orientalist, Schultens, "My law
employments, attendance in the courts, incessant studies, the
arrangement of pleadings, trials of causes and opinions to
clients,scarcely allow me a few moments for eating and sleeping'' IH

In 1778, Jones published the Speeches of Isaeus in Causes
Concerning the Law of Succession to Property at Athens. Considered
the best translation from the original Greek, the work enhanced Jones's
reputation as a scholar in the subject. In his preface, he made a plea for
better land legislation in England and for a comparative approach in
legal studies. The commentary appended to the rendering was
interspersed with critical and historical notes. He sent a copy of the
work to Edmund Burke, who wrote a warm letter praising it:

I do not know how it has happened that orators have hitherto
fared worse in the hands of the translators than the poets; I
never could bear to read a translation of Cicero... I am satisfied
that there is now an eminent exception to this rule.15

The correspondence of Jones during 1778 - 79 shows his keen and
regular interest in contemporary politics although he was firm m his
decision not to join any political party. He made a solemn declaration
to this effect in a letter to Lord Althorp, once his pupil and now his
unfailing friend,: "I will not enlist under the banners of a party., no
party would receive a man, determined as I am, to think for himself/'16

Though well-established as an Orientalist and as an authority on
English law, Jones was not as successful as he desired on the professional
side. It was his ambition to be 'an eighteenth-century Cicero-a
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